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Stoke-upon-Trent, 


February,  1909. 

To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Stoke=upon=Trent. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Ninth 
Annual  Report. 

The  health  statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the  past  year  are 
satisfactory.  The  Death  Rate  was  well  below  the  average,  and 
infectious  diseases  were  less  prevalent  than  they  have  been  for 
several  years. 

My  report  as  School  Medical  Officer  under  the  Education 
Committee  is  bound  up  with  this  Report  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  PETGRAVE  JOHNSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of 
1908,  was  36,172,  and  the  statistics  in  this  Report  are  based  upon 
that  estimate.  At  the  end  of  1908  the  Population  was  estimated 
at  36,617. 

In  addition  to  the  increase  of  Population,  due  to  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  there  is  an  annual  increase  of  250  due  to  im¬ 
migration. 

fifths. 

The  total  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  in 
1908  was  1125 — 575  males  and  550  females,  equal  to  an  annual 
birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  31.1 

The  number  of  children  born  in  the  Workhouse,  and  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  above  was  : — 


Belonging 

to  Hanley 

19- 

—viz.  10  males, 

9  females. 

?  ? 

Longton 

12 

„  4 

8 

>> 

5? 

Fenton 

5 

„  1 

4 

?? 

Stoke 

13 

„  10 

>> 

3 

}> 

>  > 

Stoke  Rural 

0 

„  o 

0 

a 

Total 

49 

of  which 

36  did 

not 

belong 

to  Stoke. 

The  corrected  number  of  births  was  therefore  1089 — 560 
males  and  529  females,  and  the  corrected  birth-rate  30T. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1908  was  26-5. 

The  average  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  30’9  per  1,000 
of  the  Population. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908  and  Previous 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1832.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  30,458  \ 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  6012  -  At  Census  of  1901 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5'o6  ) 


N.  S.I. — Dorth  Staffordshire  Infirmary 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year,  1908. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  .  Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  (Total  Deaths 

 -  ^  1  n  .  \  in  Pun  hr 


5 


2)eatJ\s. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  in  1908 
was  891 — 489  males  and  402  females ;  this  gave  a  Death  Rate  of 
24*6  per  1,000  of  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  390  (242  males  and  148  females)  were 
deaths  of  non-residents  dying  in  the  district,  and  having  the  deaths 
registered  here.  Of  the  foreign  deaths,  142  occurred  at  the  North 
Stafford  Infirmary,  and  245  at  the  Workhouse’;  3  others  occurred 
in  the  Borough.  The  Workhouse  serves  the  Districts  of  Longton, 
Fenton,  Hanley,  and  Stoke  Rural,  as  well  as  Stoke  Urban. 

Particulars  of  the  390  deaths  of  non-residents  were  sent 
monthly  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  to  which 
they  belonged. 

Three  deaths  of  residents  were  registered  beyond  the  district, 
they  occurred  at  the  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  in  the 
Rural  District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  was  there¬ 
fore  504  (males  248,  females  256),  and  the  corrected  Death  Rate 


13‘9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Corrected  number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  504 

Death  Rate  of  the  Borough  for  1908  ...  ...  13*9 

Death  Rate  of  the  Borough  for  1907  ...  ...  14*5 

Average  Death  Rate  for  10  years,  1898 — 1907  ...  15*86 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wrales  in  1908  ...  14*7 

Death  Rate  for  76  large  towns  of  England  and  Wales 

in  1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  15*8 

Death  Rate  of  142  smaller  towns  in  England  and 

Wales  in  1908  ...  ...  ...  14*7 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Whales  less  the  218 

towns  in  1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  13*8 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  a  very  satisfactory  one,  and 


is  well  below  the  average. 

Burials  in  the  Borough. 

Hartshill  Cemetery  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

Parish  Churchyard  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lonsdale  Street  Ground  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Penkhull  Churchyard  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hartshill  Churchyard  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stoke  Union  Workhouse  Burial  Ground  ...  ...  128 


Total 


597 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  age. 


7 


infantile  jYtortolitY- 

The  Deaths  under  one  year  in  1908  numbered  145. 
Number  of  Deaths  per  1,000  Births  in  1908  ...  ...  133 

,,  ,,  under  1  year  per  1,000  Births  in  76 

larger  towns  in  1908  ...  ...  128 

,,  ,,  under  1  year  per  1,000  Births  in  142 

smaller  towns  in  1908  ...  ...  124 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  distribution  of  leaflets  on  infant  feeding  which  was  in¬ 
troduced  four  years  ago  has  been  regularly  carried  out  by  the 
Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

Most  towns  are  giving  special  attention  to  measures  for 
reducing  their  infantile  death  rate.  I  am  afraid  that  unless  some 
effort  is  made  in  Stoke  the  rate  will  be  comparatively  worse  each 
year.  The  rate  in  Stoke  ought  not  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the 
76  large  towns;  there  is  only  one  conclusion  to  be  drawn,  and 
that  is — that  we  are  not  doing  all  that  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
matter. 


5everi  ?rirteipal  £pidemie  peases. 

Number  of  Deaths  in  1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  in  1908  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*24 

,,  ,.  ,,  1907  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*30 

,,  ,,  ,,  for  England  &  Wales,  1908  ...  1-29 


The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  in  the  76  large  towns  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1908  was  T59,  and  in  the  142  smaller  towns,  1-26. 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Number  of 
Deaths, 
1908 

Rates  per 
1000  living 
1908 

Diarrhoea  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  11 

0*30 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  10 

0-28 

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous 

Croup 

...  5 

0-14 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  0 

0-0 

Enteric  Fever 

. . . 

...  4 

0-11 

Measles 

...  15 

0-41 

Small-pox  ... 

•  \  •  •  •  • 

...  0 

0-00 

Total 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

...  45 

1-24 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  for  the  Year  is  satisfactory. 
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Isolation  Hospital — The  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Rural  District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent. 
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Xotifxeation  0}  Snfeetiouj  2Hseoses- 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889,  has  been 
in  force  in  the  Borough  since  February  1st,  1890. 

The  Diseases  which  are  notified  in  the  Borough  are  those 
scheduled  in  the  Act,  together  with  the  bubonic  plague  added  by 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  at  the  end  of  1900 
Measles  is  not  included  in  the  diseases  notified. 

The  following  notifications  of  cases  were  received  during 
the  year: — 


1908 

1907 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

42 

81 

Diphtheria 

. . . 

55 

76 

Membraneous  Croup 

2 

0 

Enteric  Eever... 

40 

31 

Puerperal  Fever 

5 

7 

Erysipelas 

25 

23 

Continued  Fever 

0 

0 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

0 

170 

218 

Included  in  the  above  are  26  foreign 

cases, 

so  that 

number  belonging  to  the 

Borough  was  144. 

In  1907  the  number  of  cases  notified  belonging  to  the 
Borough  was  205,  so  that  there  were  61  less  in  1908. 

The  actual  number  of  notification  certificates  received  was 
174,  or  52  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  entailed  a  charge 
of  £18  18s.  6d. 

Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  foreign  and  were  notified  from 
the  North  Stafford  Infirmary. 
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2>iphthenct  arid  jYJembraneous  Croup. 


Number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  Borough  ...  51 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  0*14 

Case  Mortality  (deaths  per  100  cases)  ...  ...  10 

Removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital...  ...  ...  31=61  % 


The  following  is  an  outline  of  what  was  done  during  the 
year  to  combat  the  disease : — 

In  addition  to  Notification  by  Medical  Men,  post  cards, 
ready  printed,  were  supplied  to  all  Schools  and  Attendance  Officers 
for  the  immediate  notification  of  any  cases  of  suspicious  illness, 
such  as  sore  throat,  that  might  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  where 
no  medical  man  was  in  attendance. 

The  County  Council  has  continued  the  arrangements  with 
the  Birmingham  University,  for  Bacteriological  Examination,  free 
of  charge,  of  swabs  from  the  throats  of  suspicious  cases.  About 
seven  swabs  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year,  and  pos¬ 
itive  results  obtained  in  none.  In  the  previous  five  years  42,  21, 
17,  7  and  7  swabs  were  sent  in  respectively. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  cases  were  visited  within  a  few 
hours  of  receipt  of  notification  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
enquiries  made  and  noted  on  printed  forms,  and  steps  taken  to 
secure  isolation.  Printed  sheets  with  directions  as  to  precautions 
to  be  taken,  and  also  Extracts  from  the  Public  Health  Acts,  were 
left  at  each  house. 

Post  cards  were  regularly  sent  to  Schools  notifying  the 
presence  of  the  disease  in  houses,  and  requesting  the  exclusion  of 
all  children  from  such  houses  till  further  notice.  In  such  cases 
the  children  have  been  excluded  from  School  until  a  fortnight 
after  disinfection  of  the  house.  Post  cards  are  now  being  sent  to 
the  Schools  stating  when  the  children  might  be  admitted, 
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Post  Cards  are  sent  each  week  to  every  medical  man  in  the 
Borough,  notifying  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  the  different 
streets  where  it  has  occurred  during  the  week.  This  is  done  in  the 
case  of  all  the  notified  diseases. 

Since  1900,  the  Health  Committee  have  supplied  antitoxin, 
free  of  charge,  for  prophylactic  use  in  the  Borough,  and  pay  a  fee 
for  its  use. 

The  cost  to  the  Borough  of  antitoxin  and  fees  for  its  use  for 
preventive  purposes  was  £7  10s.  3d. 

On  removal  of  a  case  to  the  Hospital,  the  walls,  ceilings,  &c., 
of  the  room  have  been  sprayed  with  Izal  solution. 

All  bedding  and  clothing  have  been  regularly  disinfected  in 
the  Borough  Disinfector. 

Attention  was  always  given  to  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises  where  cases  occurred,  and  any  defects  found,  dealt  with, 
special  examinations  being  made  when  necessary. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  Schools  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease. 

Jfteasles. 

Number  of  Deaths...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  0-41 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  in  the  Borough. 

I  have  not  advised  that  it  should  be  made  notifiable. 

Information  as  to  outbreaks  of  the  disease  is  got  from  the 
School  Attendance  Officers  usually.  Also  all  deaths  are  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Registrar  as  soon  as  they 
are  registered. 

Four  School  departments  were  closed  early  in  the  year  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease. 
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Searlet  Jever. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ..  ...  ...  ...  0*0 

Case  Mortality  per  100  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  TO 

Number  of  Cases  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  25=60% 


The  Borough  has  been  comparatively  very  free  from  this 
disease,  especially  during  the  last  half  of  the  year.  The  number 
of  cases  notified  is  lower  than  at  any  time  since  the  Notification 
of  Infectious  Diseases  Act  came  into  force. 


"Whooping  Sough. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-28 

The  sources  of  information  with  respect  to  this  disease  are 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  measles. 


£ntene  ?ever. 

Number  of  Cases  in  the  Borough  in  1908 
Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population... 
Case  Mortality  per  100  cases 


29 

4 

0*11 
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Special  pails  were  supplied  to  all  infected  houses,  with  disin¬ 
fectants  to  receive  the  excreta.  These  pails  were  removed  twice 
weekly,  and  the  contents  burned  at  the  Destructor.  In  all  cases 
careful  examination  was  made  of  the  premises,  and  disinfection 
carried  out  at  the  termination  of  each  case. 


Arrangements  exist  with  the  University  of  Birmingham, 
through  the  County  Council,  for  Bacteriological  diagnosis  of 
Enteric  Fever  Cases:  it  was  made  use  of  in  one  case,  with  one 
positive  result. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  small  localized  outbreak  of 
chis  disease  occurrred  in  St.  Andrew’s  Square.  Infection  seemed 
to  be  conveyed  by  personal  contact  from  case  to  case.  No  common 
source  of  infection  could  be  traced. 
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Phthisis  and  other  Jorms  of  Jubereulosis. 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  26 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  071 

Number  of  Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  26 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  living)  from  other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-71 

Tuberculosis  caused  during  the  year  more  deaths  than  the 
total  from  all  the  notifiable  diseases.  Active  measures  to  combat 
this  disease  are  needed.  Compulsory  Notification,  disinfection 
sanitorium  treatment, — a  pure  milk  supply  — are  among  the  require¬ 
ments.  At  present  practically  nothing  is  being  done. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  1907  there  were  26  deaths  due  to  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
other  than  Phthisis;  in  1906  there  were  19;  in  1905  there  were  14- 
in  1904  there  were  12:  in  1903  there  were  16;  in  1902  there  were 
16;  in  1901  therewere  10;  in  1900,  15;  in  1899,  17;  in  1898,  24; 
in  1897,  13;  in  1896,  16. 

Through  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with 
the  University  of  Birmingham,  medical  men  in  the  Borough  have 
facilities  for  Bacteriological  diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases  ;  they  have 
been  taken  advantage  of  on  Three  occasions,  with  One  positive  and 
Two  negative  results. 

A  Special  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  came  into 
force  at  the  beginning  of  1909.  Under  this  Order,  all  Poor  Law 
cases  are  notified  directly  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
Committee  have  considered  the  matter  but  have  postponed  the 
adoption  of  any  particular  measures  in  the  meantime. 

The  necessity  of  dealing  with  this  disease  is  urgent. 
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diseases  of  the  JtejpiratorY  Organs. 


Number 
of  Deaths 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  -  ...  ...  44 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Pleursy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Diseases...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  ...  84 


Total  ...  ...  84 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  2-3. 

Vaeeiriationj. 


Births  Registered 

1907 

1032 

Half-year 
ending 
June,  1908 
580 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

762 

372 

Insusceptible  ... 

0 

0 

Had  Small-pox 

0 

0 

Died 

127 

66 

Postponed 

38 

44 

Removals  Certified 

14 

9 

Removals  Un vaccinated 

58 

22 

Un  vaccinated. .. 

6 

16 

Conscientious  Objections 

27 

51 

Number  of  Vaccinations  per  100  Births 

73 

— 

The  number  of  children  remaining  unvaccinated  through 
the  conscientious  objection  on  the  part  of  the  parents  is  increas¬ 
ing,  and  can  only  be  contemplated  with  anxiety  as  to  future  out¬ 
breaks  of  small-pox  both  on  the  score  of  risk  of  life  and  expense, 

During  the  year  there  has  been  considerable  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  anti-vaccinators  in  this  district,  and  I  should  like 
to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  against  being  mislead  by 
any  of  their  arguments.  If  vaccination  is  neglected,  sooner  or 
later  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  must  reap  sad  consequences. 

Those  who  are  well  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  need  have 

no  dread  of  small-pox. 
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SrrioU-pox. 

The  Borough  has  remained  free  from  this  disease. 

5tTictll-pox  Xospital  JVeeomrriodation. 

The  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital  Board  has  now  made  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  isolation  of  Small-pox  cases.  This  has  cost  the 
Borough  £1$  2s.  lid.  during  the  year. 

3solctt\on  Xospital. 

The  Contagious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Bucknall,  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  serves  the  Urban  Districts  of  Hanley, 
Fenton,  Stoke-upon-Trent  and  Longton,  and  the  Rural  District  of 
Stoke-upon-Trent,  it  is  under  the  management  of  a  Joint  Hospitaf 
Board.  There  are  in  the  Hospital  about  166  beds  and  cots.  Beds 
are  now  set  apart  for  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  buildings  are 
permanent  ones,  pavilions  connected  by  covered  ways. 

The  Staff  of  the  Hospital  consists  of: — 

A  Visiting  Medical  Officer. 

A  Female  Resident  Medical  Officer. 

A  Master  and  Matron. 

Nurses  and  Probationers  to  the  required  dumber. 


The  population  of  the  Joint  District  now  exceeds  165,000. 


SCALE  OF  CHARGES. 


Adopted  by  the  Board  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1892,  and 
3rd  day  of  June,  1898,  for  maintenance  and  care,  &c.,  of  patients 
admitted  by  order  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  within  the 
District  of  the  Board : — 


Patients  under  14  years  of  age 
Patients  14  years  of  age  and  upwards 
Medical  Attendance,  in  each  case  attended 
by  the  Board’s  Medical  Officer 
Contribution  to  Common  Fund  per  patient 


1/4  per  day. 
1/9  per  day. 


£1  Is. 
£3  10s. 
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Private  Patients. 

Patients  treated  in  Private  Wards  ...  5/-  per  day. 

Medical  Attendance,  in  each  case  attended 

by  the  Board’s  Medical  Officer  ...  £2  2s. 

Contribution  to  Common  Fund,  per  patient  £2  10s. 

The  cubic  space  allowed  per  patient  at  the  Hospital  is  about 
1,150  feet.  I  have  in  previous  reports  pointed  out  that  the  space 
allowed  is  less  than  is  usually  considered  necessary. 

This  Hospital  has  cost  the  Borough  about  £996  16s.  3d. 
during  the  year. 

Offensive  Jradej. 

There  are  in  the  district  One  Fellmonger’s  Establishment, 
One  Tripe  Boiling  Business,  and  Two  Rag  and  Bone  Stores. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades. 

5lcmghter  Kousej. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  Three  licensed  Slaughter  Houses 
and  Seven  registered  ones. 

There  are  Bye-laws  for  their  regulation,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  up  to  date. 

Under  the  present  Bye-laws  dogs  may  be  kept  in  the 
Slaughter  Houses.  The  Slaughter  Houses  may  be  used  as 
Stables,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  need  not 
be  defined.  These  deficiences  require  attention. 

105  Inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 

Some  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  are  used  as  Stables,  horses 
being  kept  in  the  lairs. 

Under  present  conditions  it  is  impossible  to  efficiently  inspect 
meat  sold  in  the  Borough. 

There  is  no  Public  Slaughter  House. 
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fairies,  eow-sheds,  arid  jYtilk  Shops. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  13  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds,  and  52 
Milk  Shops.  During  the  year  198  Inspections  were  made. 

The  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  came  into 
force  in  the  Borough  in  November,  1901. 

■Water  Supply. 

The  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Works  Company  supplies 
the  Borough  with  water.  The  quality  is  good  and  the  supply 
constant  and  adequate.  The  water  supplied  to  Stoke-upon-Trent  is 
derived  from  the  deep  wells  in  the  Bunter  Sandstone  at  Hatton. 
From  these  wells  the  water  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  775  feet  above 
the  sea  level,  and  from  thence  the  mains  run  through  Trentham, 
Hanford,  and  Trent  Vale  to  Penkhull,  the  highest  point  in  the 
Borough  (550  feet  above  the  sea  level),  and  from  these  it  is  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  town.  The  pressure  in  the  mains  is  very 
considerable. 

There  are  still  some  instances  in  the  Borough  of  very  in¬ 
sufficient  water  supply. 

On  the  request  of  the  Committee  a  special  report  was  prepared 
in  1907  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  relating  to  houses  without  suffic¬ 
ient  water  supply,  and  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners  by  the 
Council;  some  have  been  complied  with,  others  have  not;  but  no 
action  has  been  taken  to  insist  on  the  notices  being  complied  with. 

A  large  number  of  Water  Closets  in  the  Borough  are  without 
Flushing  Cisterns. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough,  except  one,  are  now  supplied  from 
the  public  water  supply. 

5moke  Xmsanee. 

Great  nuisance  still  exists  from  excessive  emission  of  smoke 
from  Chimneys  in  the  district.  The  Chimneys  in  connection  with 
Steam  Boilers  are  apparently  the  chief  offenders  at  any  rate  in  the 
day  time.  The  nuisance  from  these  could  without  any  difficulty  be 
very  much  lessened. 
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Canal  goats. 

Stoke-upon-Trent  is  the  Registration  Authority  for  the  whole 
of  the  surrounding  district.  There  are  567  boats  on  the  Register. 

In  1908,  316  inspections  were  made,  and  37  infringements 
detected. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year.  The 
custom  is  to  serve  a  notice  when  infringements  are  detected. 
31  Notices  were  served  and  29  complied  with. 

Common  Codging  Xouses. 

There  are  Two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  and 
there  are  Bye-laws  in  force  for  their  regulation.  In  one  there  are 
twenty-five  beds  in  the  house  available  for  single  lodgers,  and  three 
for  married  couples.  This  House  is  an  old  one;  it  is  as  well  kept 
as  it  can  be. 

It  would  be  a  distinct  advantage  to  have  it  replaced  by  a 
Municipal  Model  Lodging  House. 

The  second  one  is  also  an  old  house,  and  has  ten  single 
beds. 

Both  the  Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

JftortuarY- 

A  Mortuary  was  built  in  1906,  and  is  in  every  way  satis¬ 
factory. 
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Jctetories,  Workshops,  Caundries,  Workplaces, 

and  other  rriatters. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of 


PREMISES 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

..  2 

2 

0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  166 

28 

0 

Workplaces 

• 

..  4 

0 

0 

Total 

..  172 

30 

0 

2.— DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

PARTICULARS 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act: 

Number  of  Defects 

Referred 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M. 

Inspector 

Number 

of 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

15 

15 

0 

0 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Insufficient  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act : 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouse 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Require¬ 
ments  for  Bakehouses 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

28 

0 

0 

0 
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3.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  end  of  the  Year. 

Number 


Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Plumbers,  Painters  and  Builders  ...  ...  ...  12 

Milliners  and  Drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  154 


4. — OTHER  MATTERS. 

Number 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  15 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  0 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Underground  Bakehouses: 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  0 


Removal  of  Jftghtsoil  and  Ashpit  Refuse. 

This  work  is  done  directly  by  the  Council  throughout  the 
whole  district. 

Nightsoil  is  removed  only  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m. 
and  5-30  a.m.  A  small  quantity  is  disposed  of  directly  to  farmers 
in  the  district,  but  most  of  it  is  taken  to  the  Sewage  Farm,  and 
there  mixed  with  ashes,  and  sent  away  as  manure  by  Canal  Boat. 
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The  Borough  now  possesses  a  Destructor;  and  the  Refuse  is 
being  burnt  there.  It  is  built  in  conjunction  with  the  Electric 
Lighting  Works. 

The  Cesspools  and  Ashpits  are  now  emptied  about  twelve 
times  a  year. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  all  new  houses  are  now  supplied 
with  Ashbins;  there  are  4,606  in  the  Borough,  and  these  are 
emptied  once  weekly,  and  in  some  cases  more  frequently.  There 
are  also  300  shops  in  the  main  streets  where  there  is  a  daily 
collection  of  refuse. 

There  is  now  in  the  Borough  4,533  water-closets  with  flush 
and  795  without  flush,  676  slop  water-closets,  1,665  cesspit-closets, 
646  open  ashpits,  2,739  covered  ashpits  and  4,606  ashbins. 

In  1908  there  were  54  cesspit-closets  converted  into  water- 
closets. 


JYightsoil  Jips  it\  the  5}°rough. 

1.  At  Sewage  Farm,  Sideway. 

2.  At  Trent  Vale,  in  Field  south  of  Scotchman’s  Hole. 

3.  At  Lower  Hartshill,  on  Gorton’s  Farm  Land. 

4.  At  Trent  Vale  on  Corbishley’s  Farm. 


2)roinage  and  2HsPoscd  of  5ewa9e* 

As  a  rule,  in  the  larger  houses,  and  where  Water  Closets  are 
situated  in  the  houses,  the  Drains  are  ventilated  by  a  pipe  continued 
upwards  from  the  soil  pipe,  but  only  in  houses  specially  re-drained 
within  the  last  few  years  are  the  Drains  disconnected  by  a  trap  and 
inspecting  chamber  from  the  Sewer.  In  smaller  houses,  with  the 
Water  Closets  outside,  there  is  no  disconnection  of  Drains  from 
Sewers. 
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All  houses,  under  the  New  Bye-laws,  have  the  Drains  discon¬ 
nected.  The  Clauses  of  the  New  Bye-laws,  with  reference  to  ven¬ 
tilation  of  Drains,  are  not  enforced. 

A  more  systematic  effort  is  being  made,  I  am  glad  to  note,  to 
disconnect  the  rain-water  fall  pipes  from  the  Drains  and  Sewers, 
and  provide  proper  ventilation,  but  at  a  small  cost  this  work  could 
be  expedited  very  much,  and  ought  to  be. 

All  Sewage  of  the  Borough,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  isolated 
houses,  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage  Farm  at  Boothen.  It  is  all 
pumped  both  day  and  night.  The  average  amount  of  Sewage  in  24 
hours  is  over  1,000,000  gallons. 

The  Farm  is  45  acres  in  area.  The  Sewage  is  treated  by  sub¬ 
sidence,  and  by  land  filtration  and  irrigation.  The  Effluents  pass 
into  the  River  Trent.  The  Sludge  is  dried  by  exposure  in  the  open 
air,  and  spread  on  the  land.  Sewage  from  one  of  the  mains  can  be 
used  to  irrigate  the  Boothen  Farm,  adjoining  the  Sewage  Farm. 
The  whole  question  of  Sewage  disposal  in  the  Borough  is  being 
considered  by  the  Council  under  the  guidance  of  a  special  expert. 

JJctek  to  gaek  Xouses. 

No.  7  Albert  Street  and  back  of  same. 

1  ^ 

>  *  -1* ?  *  5  ?  ?  )  5  >  5  > 
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5  5^'  5  5  5  5  55  55  55 

1  9 

55  "LZJ  5  5  5  5  5  5  5  5  5  5 

Nos.  7  and  9  Hulme  Street. 

S$Ye_Cctws. 

Bye-Laws  for  the  prevention  of  nuisances  are  needed,  and 
especially  those  regulating  the  Storage  and  Removal  of  Manure, 
and  the  keeping  of  Animals. 

Adoptive 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  considered 
by  the  Council,  but  its  adoption  has  been  postponed.  This  is 
also  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907. 
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Staff. 

There  is  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  one  Assistant  Inspector, 
and  an  Office  Boy. 


Health  Office, 

Stoke- upon-Trent, 
February,  1909. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
work  done  in  my  department  during  the  past  year. 


5eavenging. 


During  the  past  year  I  have  received  complaints  as  follows:  — 
Full  Ashpits,  62.  Full  Cesspools,  135.  Total,  197. 
Previous  year :  ,,  ,,  85.  ,,  ,,  246.  ,,  331. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  Work  done  during  the  fifty-two 


weeks  ending  December,  1908 

Ashpits  cleared  ...  ...  18,384 

Dustbins  cleared  (weekly)  ...  222,875 

Loads  removed  ...  ...  9,779 

Cesspools  cleared  ...  ...  13,387 

Tubs  of  Nightsoil  removed  ...  3,408 

Number  of  Horses  employed  ...  9 

Number  of  men  employed  ...  20 


Amount  of  Wages  paid  £1,310  5s.  5d. 
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The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  previous  year: — 


Ashpits  cleared  ...  ...  18,969 

Dustbins  cleared  (weekly)  ...  216,203 

Loads  removed  ...  ...  9,841 

Cesspools  cleared  .  .  ...  12,878 

Tubs  of  Nightsoil  removed  ...  3,462 

Number  of  Horses  employed  ...  9 

Number  of  men  employed  ...  20 


Amount  of  Wages  paid  ...  £1,206  4s.  lOd. 

^shbiris  and  Weekly  2)ustbins. 

During  the  year  a  good  many  open  ashpits  have  been  removed 
and  weekly  dustbins  provided  instead  ;  the  number  of  uncovered 
ashpits  have  been  greatly  reduced.  Wherever  they  are  found  to  be 
dilapidated,  notice  is  served  for  their  removal,  and  galvanised  iron 
dustbins  are  used  instead. 

We  are  now  getting  round  the  Borough  in  a  little  over  a  month  ; 
thereby  nearly  reaching  the  ideal,  for  long  aimed  at,  of  removing 
ashpit  refuse  at  least  once  a  month,  in  fact  ;  all  ashpits  were  cleared 
monthly  during  the  months  of  August,  September,  October, 
November  and  December.  At  times  during  the  Summer  months 
it  is  difficult  to  keep  pace  with  the  supply  of  refuse  required  at  the 
Destructor  to  keep  the  Engines  going. 


Gejspool  Slosetj. 

At  the  end  of  1907  there  were  1,719  cesspool  closets  in  the 
Borough  :  at  the  end  of  1908  there  were  1,665. 

We  still  find  in  the  Summer  months  a  difficulty  in  arranging 
suitable  tips  for  nightsoil. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  STAKE,  Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst. 
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5urrirriarY  of  Sanitary  Work. 

Abatement  Nuisances  Abated 
Number  of  Notices,  after  Notice  by 
Inspections 

and  Defects  Informal  Formal  Inspec-  Author- 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools- 

Observa¬ 
tions  made 

found 

by  by  tor 

Inspector  Authority 

ity. 

Foul  Conditions 

..  33 

33 

33 

10 

50 

5 

Structural  Defects 

..  69 

69 

69 

0 

77 

0 

Overcrowding 

..  8 

8 

8 

3 

8 

3 

Unfit  for  Habitation  . 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops, 

..  63 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Cowsheds 

..  198 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bakehouses  ... 

..  138 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

..  105 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Canal  Boats  ... 

..  316 

37 

31 

0 

29 

0 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

..  180 

180 

180 

6 

118 

4 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  3 

3 

3 

0 

3 

1 

Water  Closets 

House  Drainage — 

..  44 

44 

44 

3 

39 

3 

Defective  Traps 

...  12 

12 

12 

3 

12 

3 

No  Disconnection 

...  30 

30 

30 

3 

31 

3 

Other  Faults... 

...  93 

93 

93 

3 

101 

6 

Water  Supply 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Pigsties 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Animals  improperly  kept 

...  5 

5 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Offensive  Trades 

...  38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Smoke  Nuisances 

...  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Nuisances 

...  1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

1337 

520 

514 

32 

484 

29 

UN  WHOLESOME  FOOD. 

CWTS.  QRS.  LBS. 

Fish  condemned  by  request  of  owner  ...  ...  3  0  0 

and  a  quantity  of  tinned  goods. 
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?reeautions  against  3nfeetious  disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ...  120 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  124 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  3 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things  0 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0' 


Borough  of  Stoke-upon-Trent 
Education  Committee. 


I©E=i- 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

G.  PETGRAVE  JOHNSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

FOR  THE 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1908. 


Stoke : 

Hill  &  Ainsworth,  Ltd. 
200/20/2/09. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Brook  Street, 

Stoke-upon-Trent, 

January  20th,  1909. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report  as 
School  Medical  Officer.  In  drawing  up  the  Report  I 
have  followed  as  closely  as  possible  the  instructions  given 
in  Circular  596  of  the  Board  of  Education  dated  August 

17th,  1908. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  PETGRAVE  JOHNSON. 


REPORT. 


Introduction. 

The  Medical  Inspection  and  treatment  of  School  Children  was 
introduced  by  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907, 
Clause  13  of  which  is  printed  below.  It  has  now  become  part  of 
the  routine  of  school  work  and  is  a  direct  result  of  the  public 
interest  aroused  by  the  report  of  the  Inspector  General  for  Recruit¬ 
ing"  in  the  year  1902,  and  which  culminated  in  the  Report  of  the 
Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Physical  Deterioration. 

Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907. 

Clause  jj  (1)  “  The  powers  and  duties  of  a  local  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority  under  Part  III.  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902 

shall  include  ( a) . ( b )  The  duty  to  provide 

for  the  Medical  Inspection  of  Children  immediately  before  or 
at  the  time  of  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  admission  to 
a  public  elementary  school  and  on  such  other  occasions  as  the 
Board  of  Education  direct  and  the  power  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education 
for  attending  to  the  health  and  physical  condition  of  the 
children  educated  in  public  elementary  schools.” 

(2)  This  Section  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1908. 

Requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

In  the  Code  of  1908,  pars.  25  ( c )  and  26,  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  makes  satisfactory  Medical  Inspection  a  necessary  condition  of 
obtaining  the  ordinary  school  grant,  and  by  Circulars  576,  582  and 
596  it  defines  what  is  meant  by  satisfactory  Medical  Inspection. 

The  Board  requires  ultimately  that  each  child  shall  be 
inspected  four  times  during  its  school  life,  but  for  the  first  year, 
i.e. ,  1908,  “the  minimum  of  efficient  medical  inspection”  is  defined 
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as  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  newly  admitted  to  school 
and  those  leaving  school.  In  the  second  year  (1909)  the  Board 
will  require  the  addition  of  children  who  have  matured  for  their 
second  and,  in  1910,  the  addition  of  children  who  have  matured 
for  their  third  inspection. 

The  Board  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that  to  ensure  satisfactory 
medical  inspection  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  whole  staff  of  the 
Education  Authority  would  be  necessary  and  the  following  regula¬ 
tions  are  required  to  be  observed : — 

(a)  The  inspection  shall  be  conducted  in  school  hours  and  on 
school  premises,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  as 
little  as  may  be  with  school  work.  The  examination  of 
each  child  need  not,  as  a  rule,  occupy  more  than  a  few 
minutes. 

(£)  The  convenience  of  the  teaching  staff  and  the  circumstances 
of  each  school  must  receive  consideration,  and  in  these 
matters  and  in  the  actual  examination  the  medical  officer 
will  no  doubt  exercise  sympathy  and  tact,  giving  due 
thought  to  the  personal  susceptibilities  of  those 
concerned. 

(<?)  The  facts  revealed  by  inspection  must  be  entered  in  a 
register  kept  at  the  school,  the  confidential  nature  of 
many  of  the  entries  being  carefully  respected.  A  copy 
of  the  entries  should  be  transmitted  with  the  child  to  any 
other  school  to  which  he  or  she  may  go. 

(d)  Every  School  Medical  Officer  should  make  an  annual 
report  to  the  Local  Education  Authority  on  the  schools 
and  children  under  his  superintendence,  which  should  be 
printed  for  facility  of  reference  and  in  order  that  a  supply 
of  copies  may  be  available  for  distribution  among  the 
members  of  the  Authority  and  other  persons  interested. 
The  Authority  should  send  two  copies  of  the  report  to 
the  Board  of  Education  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review. 
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(e)  In  order  to  secure  effective  bases  for  comparison  of  the 

work  done  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  one  uniform 
year  must  be  taken,  the  year  to  be  adopted  being  in  all 
cases  the  calendar  year,  in  order  to  correspond  with  the 
annual  period  fixed  for  the  closely  related  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(f)  The  report  should  be  concerned  chiefly  with  the  conditions 

and  circumstances  affecting  the  health  of  the  children  in 
the  Elementary  Schools  of  the  district. 

(g)  It  should  also  contain  statistical  records  of  the  number  of 

children  examined  and  of  those  re-examined  or  under 
medical  supervision  ;  the  nature  and  results  of  the 
examination  ;  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  classes  ;  the 
number  and  character  of  the  diseased  conditions  found 
at  certain  age  periods  ;  particulars  as  to  blind,  deaf, 
defective  and  epileptic  children  ;  the  medical  advice 
given  both  as  to  the  prevention  of  conditions  inimical  to 
health  and  the  remedy  of  diseased  conditions  that  may 
be  discovered,  action  taken,  and  so  forth. 

(h)  In  addition  to  such  records  it  will  be  well,  as  far  as 

practicable,  to  make  systematic  comparisons  of  the 
individual  and  collective  measurements  and  character¬ 
istics  of  the  children  in  each  school  with  standard  and 
local  records,  both  as  a  means  of  determining  the  con¬ 
dition  of  health  of  particular  children  or  classes,  for 
guidance  in  future  action,  and  as  part  of  the  anthro¬ 
pometric  survey  to  which  this  Act  should  contribute  in 
due  time.  This  part  of  the  work,  however,  must  be 
kept  in  a  secondary  position  while  so  much  remains  to 
be  done  in  the  elementary  essentials  of  school  hygiene. 
It  is  to  those  essentials,  and  the  manner  and  the  degree 
in  which  they  have  been  dealt  with  in  his  district,  that 
each  school  medical  officer  should  devote  the  major 
portion  of  his  report. 
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The  Board  of  Education  further  points  out  that  the  aim  of  the 
Act  is  practical,  and  emphasises  the  importance  of  the  Education 
Authority  keeping  in  view  the  desirability  of  ultimately  formulating 
a  scheme  for  the  amelioration  of  the  evils  revealed  by  Medical 
Inspection.  In  the  meantime  the  Authorities  are  urged  to  take 
measures  without  delay  for  dealing  through  such  agencies  as  are 
conveniently  available  with  common  ailments,  such  as  ringworms, 
verminous  heads,  etc. ,  in  which  ameliorations  can  be  secured  by 
school  nurses.  ■ 


The  Borough  and  its  Schools. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1881  acres  and  the  population  at 
at  the  middle  of  1908  was  estimated  at  36,172.  The  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  are  of  the  artisan  and  working  classes. 

There  are  24  departments  in  the  Elementary  Schools  of  the 
Borough  with  accommodation  in  January,  1908,  for  6,732  (Voluntary 
3737,  Council  2995)  children.  The  average  number  of  scholars  on 
the  roll  for  the  year  1908  was  5683,  the  average  attendance 
5173,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  9T0. 

Appointment  of  School  Medical  Officer. 

It  was  estimated  that  in  the  first  year  (1908)  there  would  be 
about  1000  children  to  be  inspected  and  I  was  appointed  by  the 
Education  Committee  to  carryout  “the  minimum  of  efficient 
medical  inspection  ”  as  defined  by  the  Board  of  Education  for  the 
year  ending  February  1st,  1909,  at  a  fee  of  fifty  pounds.  I  am 
also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough. 

The  Scheme  of  Medical  Inspection. 

In  conjunction  wTith  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee 
I  drew  up  a  scheme  which  was  subsequently  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Committee. 

Four  Forms  are  made  use  of  in  carrying  out  Medical 
Inspection,  and  by  referring  to  these  in  sequence  the  scheme  can 
most  easily  be  explained. 
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Form  117  (see  pages  18,  19  and  20)  is  a  schedule  of  medical 
inspection  on  a  card  10"  x  6",  and  differs  only  slightly  from  the 
specimen  card  of  the  Board  of  Education,  a  space  being  reserved 
for  recording  whether  the  child  is  vaccinated  or  not,  (the  only  use 
made  of  this  information  is  to  advise  and  explain  the  benefits  of 
vaccination  where  possible.)  A  buff  coloured  card  is  used  for  girls 
and  a  white  one  for  boys. 

Form  118  (see  page  21)  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  cards  (Form 

117) ,  each  sheet  being  sufficient  for  fifteen  children.  On  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  medical  inspection  the  contents  of  the  cards  are  copied  on 
to  the  sheets  by  the  teacher  and  returned  to  the  Education  Office. 
The  returns  for  girls  and  boys  are  kept  on  separate  sheets. 

Form  119  (see  page  22)  is  a  form  of  notice  to  parents  giving 
information  of  the  date  and  time  of  medical  inspection.  These 
are  in  book  form  with  counterfoil  and  are  ready  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee,  but  are  filled  in  by  the  teacher  and  sent 
by  the  child  to  be  inspected  to  its  parents  a  few  days  before  the 
date  fixed  for  inspection. 

Form  120  (see  page  23)  is  a  form  on  which  notice  of  any  defects 
found  is  given  to  the  parents.  These  forms  are  filled  in  at  the 
Secretary’s  Office  from  the  sheets  returned  by  the  teacher  (Form 

118)  and  are  delivered  either  by  the  Attendance  Officers  or  sent  by 
post.  The  counterfoil  is  retained  at  the  Office. 

The  portion  at  the  foot  of  the  form  is  intended  to  be  returned 
by  the  parents  to  the  Education  Office.  No  further  enquiries  have 
this  year  been  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  defects  pointed  out 
have  been  attended  to. 

An  enamelled  tin  box  with  index  arrangement  and  lock  and 
key  has  been  provided  for  each  department  and  given  into  the  care 
of  the  head  teacher.  In  these  boxes  the  cards  which  are  the  school 
registers,  as  far  as  medical  inspection  is  concerned,  are  kept  at 
school. 

Six  weighing  machines  and  measuring  standards  have  been 
provided  and  have  been  taken  from  one  school  to  another  as 
was  found  necessary.  Wooden  tongue  depressors  have  been 
provided,  one  for  each  child,  and  burnt  after  use. 
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A  special  visit  was  made  with  the  Secretary  to  each  depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  scheme  explained  fully  to  the  head  teachers  before 
the  visits  of  inspection  were  commenced.  Written  instructions 
were  also  given  as  to  vision  testing  (see  page  24)  and  a  copy 
of  Snellen’s  test  type  supplied  when  necessary.  As  soon  as  it  was 
possible  a  time  table  of  my  visits  of  inspection  was  arranged  and 
notice  given  to  the  schools  and  all  cards  had  to  be  filled  in  as  far 
as  was  required  by  the  teacher  before  the  visit. 

Number  of  Visits  to  the  Schools  and 
Children  Inspected. 

Twenty-one  departments  had  to  be  visited  during  the  year. 
In  the  two  junior  and  one  mixed  departments  there  were  no 
children  to  be  examined.  The  Inspections  were  arranged  during 
the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  and  again  in  September,  October 
and  November,  each  department  being  visited  at  least  twice  in  the 
year.  In  the  case  of  some  of  the  larger  departments  it  was  necessary 
to  visit  three  or  four  times  to  complete  the  inspection.  For  the 
purpose  of  reporting  on  the  general  hygienic  conditions  prevalent  in 
the  schools,  special  visits  have  been  made  in  addition.  In  all  I  have 
paid  about  110  visits  to  the  various  departments.  On  each  visit 
to  Infants’  departments  all  children  were  inspected  who  had  been 
admitted  to  school  since  1st  January,  1908,  and  who  were  between 
the  ages  of  four  years  and  nine  months  and  five  years  and  nine 
months  on  the  date  of  inspection,  and  in  the  case  of  Senior  depart¬ 
ments  all  who  might  be  qualified  to  leave  school  before  the  next 
inspection.  About  1312  children  were  inspected. 

Time  spent  on  Inspection  and  extent  of 
interference  with  School  Work. 

In  the  case  of  teachers  it  has  been  found  that  the  time  spent 
has  varied  from  15  to  40  minutes  per  child,  and  in  some  of  the 
larger  schools  it  has  taken  the  teacher  time  equivalent  to  from 
one  to  four  school  weeks  to  carry  out  the  duties  required.  In 
some  cases  an  assistant  teacher  has  helped  with  the  work. 
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In  the  carrying-  out  of  the  actual  inspection — from  the  time 
the  child  enters  the  room  where  medical  inspection  is  being-  con¬ 
ducted  till  the  time  it  leaves  and  the  card  is  filled  up — I  have 
taken  on  an  averag-e  three  minutes  to  each  child. 

In  many  of  the  schools  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection  has 
interfered  considerably  with  the  routine.  In  three  or  four  instances 
there  are  special  teachers’  rooms  and  these  have  been  utilised,  but 
where  there  are  none,  or  no  extra  class  room,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  empty  one  or  two  rooms  for  purposes  of  Medical 
Inspection — the  children  being-  crowded  into  other  rooms  or  sent 
out  to  play. 

I  understand  that  all  Head  Teachers  are  more  or  less 
eng-ag-ed  in  actual  teaching-  as  distinguished  from  general  super¬ 
vision,  some  are  responsible  for  the  entire  instruction  of  a  class 
while  others  are  mainly  engaged  in  supervision.  The  extent  and 
character  of  interference  with  their  duties  varied  accordingly. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  ready  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
Secretary  and  his  office  Staff  and  the  Teachers  and  Attendance 
Officers  as  well  as  that  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
Borough.  In  order  to  complete  the  work  in  anything  like  a 
reasonable  time  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  Teachers 
and  Staff  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

Recommendations  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Scheme  in  subsequent  years. 

From  the  practical  working  of  the  Scheme  this  year  I  would 
advise  that  on  the  cards  should  be  recorded  the  occupation  of  the 
mother  as  well  as  that  of  the  father,  also  the  occupation  out  of 
school  hours  of  any  of  the  older  children.  The  state  of  general 
Nutrition  (No.  9  on  the  card)  should  be  removed  from  those  items 
to  be  filled  in  by  the  teacher. 

I  understand  the  Committee  have  already  sanctioned  the 
purchase  of  additional  weighing  machines  with  measuring 
standards,  if  seven  more  were  procured  it  would  obviate  the 
necessity  of  conveying  the  machines  from  one  school  to  another, 
which  I  have  found  tends  to  put  them  out  of  order. 
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I  would  further  submit  to  the  Committee’s  consideration  the 
question  of  providing"  some  extra  help  in  the  Education  Offices,  so 
that  the  work  which  will  increase  might  be  dealt  with  with  more 
dispatch.  I  think  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be  a  clerk 
whose  first  duties  would  be  those  in  connection  with  medical 

inspection  of  school  children.  Many  Authorities  are  also  appoint¬ 
ing-  a  School  Nurse,  and  to  this  I  would  also  direct  the  Committee’s 
attention.  They  would  be  able  to  relieve  the  teachers  of  some  of 
their  duties  in  connection  with  medical  inspection  and  could  follow 
up  certain  cases  to  their  homes,  collect  information  as  to  home 
environment,  and  aid  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  such  as 
nits,  sore  heads,  scabies,  and  ringworms. 

General  Review  of  the  Hygienic  Conditions 
prevalent  in  the  Schools. 

Plan  of  School  Building’s: — The  newer  schools  are  built  on 
the  central  hall  or  marching  corridor  system  and  are  satisfactory. 
In  other  cases  the  buildings  have  been  altered  and  added  to  from 
time  to  time  as  increased  accommodation  became  necessary  and 
are  consequently  not  so  satisfactory.  In  a  few  instances  the  build¬ 
ings  were  not  originally  intended  to  be  used  exclusively  as  schools. 

Accommodation: — In  certain  of  the  schools  overcrowding 
was  obvious.  I  understand  that  all  the  class  rooms  have  recently 
been  remeasured  and  that  in  future  the  standard  will  be  9  or  10 
square  feet  per  child  in  all  schools. 

Cloak  Rooms  : — Cloak  room  accommodation  is  satisfactory 
in  many  cases,  but  it  is  in  others  insufficient,  unsuitable  or 
absent.  Often  the  rooms  are  not  heated,  in  some  the  ventilation 
and  lighting  is  inadequate. 

Water  Supply  for  Washing  : — In  all  schools  basins  with 
cold  water  taps  are  provided,  but  there  are  not  always  a  sufficient 
number.  As  a  rule  only  one  towel  seemed  to  be  provided  at  a  time. 

Water  for  Drinking  purposes  : — Usually  there  are  no 
other  taps  than  those  over  the  wash-basins.  The  teachers 
apparently  provide  the  drinking  cups  themselves — one  for  each  class. 
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Ventilation  and  Heating  : — These  are  always  difficult 
problems,  and  it  is  evident  that  much  attention  has  been  given  to 
them  and  improvements  made  from  time  to  time.  In  one  school 
there  is  an  extensive  system  of  mechanical  ventilation.  In  many 
of  the  class  rooms  there  are  sufficient  means  for  heating  and 
ventilation  if  carefully  made  use  of,  but  in  others  there  are  too  few 
ventilators  and  the  heating  is  inadequate.  All  available  window 
spaces  should  be  made  to  open  so  that  the  rooms  could  be 
thoroughly  flushed  out  during  playtime.  In  one  or  two  instances 
on  my  visit  of  inspection  the  atmosphere  of  the  rooms  was 
oppressive  in  the  extreme.  The  means  of  ventilation  and  of 
heating  should  be  more  than  sufficient,  and  the  teachers  should  be 
careful  to  regulate  them  as  might  be  necessary. 

I  have  found  the  temperature  in  the  schools  to  vary  from 
50°F  to  64°F.  Thermometers  are  provided  in  most  school  rooms. 

Lighting  As  a  rule  the  lighting  by  windows  is  good, 
though  here  and  there  it  is  not  quite  satisfactory.  All  windows 
facing  south  should  be  provided  with  blinds.  The  artifical  lighting 
as  a  rule  is  very  bad.  I  understand  that  this  matter  is  receiving 
attention,  but  improvement  is  urgent. 

Seating  : — There  is  a  certain  proportion  of  dual  desks  in  use 
and  a  considerable  number  of  seats  have  backs,  but  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  have  none.  In  some  cases  the  desks  behind  act  as  backs 
to  the  seats  in  front,  but  these  are  not  satisfactory  as  they  require 
frequent  readjusting.  I  have  occasionally  noticed  the  children 
leaning  forward  on  the  desks  or  standing  up  to  relieve  the  strain. 
All  desks  and  seats  now  supplied  are  provided  with  backs. 

In  some  schools  and  in  certain  rooms  in  other  schools  the 
position  of  the  desks  and  seats  with  regard  to  the  lighting  is 
entirely  satisfactory,  but  in  many  instances  some  rearrangement  is 
necessary  in  order  to  admit  the  light  from  the  left  of  the  scholar. 

Cleanliness  of  Floors  and  Walls  : — Several  of  the  schools 
have  been  white-washed  and  painted  throughout  this  year.  There 
are  one  or  two  that  have  not  been  done  for  several  years,  and  here 
and  there  are  rooms  that  are  not  as  clean  as  they  might  be,  but 
none  can  be  said  to  be  very  dirty. 
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The  floors  are  usually  washed  three  or  four  times  yearly, 
this  is  much  too  infrequent  and  occasionally  some  disinfectant 
should  be  used,  especially  in  the  warmer  weather,  in  order  to  rid 
the  floors  of  fleas.  The  floors  are  swept  daily.  The  dusting-  of  the 
rooms  is  not  done  as  thoroughly  as  it  might  be  and  accumulations 
of  dust  in  corners  and  on  ledges  and  pictures,  etc.,  are  frequently 
found. 

Teachers’  Private  Rooms  : — These  only  exist  in  a  few 
departments. 

No  arrangements  for  drying  boots  or  clothing  are  provided  in 
any  of  the  schools. 

Lavatory  Accommodation : — Automatic  flush  water  closets 
are  provided  in  all  schools,  but  I  have  found  frequently  the  flushing 
apparatus  turned  off,  otherwise  they  are  satisfactory.  In  two 
departments  no  doors  are  provided  to  the  water  closets. 

The  Urinals  as  a  whole  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  they  ought  to 
be.  In  several  instances  the  walls  are  not  specially  prepared  and 
no  automatic  flush  is  provided  in  any  instance.  It  is  the  exception 
for  them  to  be  divided  into  stalls.  The  arrangement  is  sometimes 
unsatisfactory,  the  space  being  too  limited.  In  one  or  two 
instances  they  are  a  nuisance  from  their  proximity  to  schoolroom 
windows. 

Means  Of  Exit  in  case  Of  Fire  : — Great  improvement  has 
recently  been  made,  many  doors  having  been  re-swung  and  made 
to  open  outwards,  but  there  are  still  several  instances  where 
alterations  are  essential. 

Playgrounds. — These  vary  in  size  and  character  of  surface. 
Some  are  good  being  well  paved,  others  are  only  finished  in  ash 
and  are  muddy  in  wet  and  dusty  in  dry  weather.  The  surface  of 
one  or  two  need  repair  and  one  is  even  dangerous. 

Surroundings  : — In  only  two  instances  have  I  found  any¬ 
thing  unsatisfactory  in  the  surroundings  of  the  schools.  The 
odour  from  the  skin  market  is  a  nuisance  in  one  case  and  in 
another  a  large  accumulation  of  refuse  adjoining  the  playground 
is  a  source  of  complaint. 
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THE  SCHOLAR. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  during-  the  year  was  1312 
viz  : — 395  boys  and  343  girls  of  an  average  age  of  5  years  and  4 
months,  admitted  since  January  1st  1908,  and  306  boys  and  268 
girls  who  might  be  qualified  to  leave  school  before  March  1909, 
their  ages  varing  from  12  to  14  years,  and  averaging  about  12 
years  and  9  months. 


Table  of  Defects. 


Senior  Boys 

Senior 

Girls 

Infants. 

Boys. 

Infants. 

Girls. 

Number  Inspected  ... 

306 

Per 

cent. 

268 

Per 

cent. 

395 

Per 

cent. 

343 

Per 

cent. 

Clothing  Insufficient 

10 

3 

8 

3 

12 

3 

10 

3 

n  Dirty 

6 

2 

3 

1-5 

7 

1-5 

7 

2 

Footgear  Insufficient 

19 

6 

17 

6 

23 

6 

23 

6 

General  Nutrition 

below  normal  ... 

9 

3 

9 

3*5 

12 

3 

8 

2*3 

Nits  ... 

4 

1 

70 

26 

14 

3-5 

53 

15 

Sores  on  head 

1 

0 

— — 

4 

— — 

8 

— 

Body  dirty 

11 

3 

12 

4-5 

18 

4-5 

13 

3-5 

Head  dirty  ... 

1 

— 

2 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Teeth  decayed 

201 

66 

169 

63 

248 

62 

220 

64 

Tonsils  enlarged 

5 

2 

8 

3 

10 

2-5 

13 

3-5 

Adenoids 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9 

2 

4 

— 

Mouthbreathing 

4 

— - 

19 

— 

26 

6 

20 

5-5 

Nasal  Catarrh 

8 

— 

5 

— 

34 

8 

25 

6 

Ear  discharge 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1-5 

9 

Ami 

0*5 

14 


Table  of  Defects — Continued. 


Senior 

Boys 

Senior 

Girls 

Infants. 

Boys 

J 

Infants. 

Girls. 

Hearing- defective  ... 

21 

I  Per 
cent. 

rj 

7 

1  1 

j  Per 
cent. 

4  -5 

9 

Per 

cent. 

9 

+J 

12 

Per 

cent. 

3-5 

Squint 

2 

— 

5 

— 

3 

8 

Eyelids  sore  ... 

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

10 

Vision  defective 

64 

20 

52 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Speech  defective 

11 

8 

— 

20 

5 

13 

— 

Mental  condition,  fair 

32 

37 

— 

— 

— 

m  n  dull 

5 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

it  it  backward 

1 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mentally  defective  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

9 

-J 

1 

— 

Attention  medium 

44 

— 

46 

— 

76 

62 

— 

ii  bad 

— 

• — 

- — - 

7 

— 

5 

— 

Anaemia 

21 

hr 

( 

19 

hr 

7 

29 

hr 

7 

25 

r- 

i 

Skin — Tuberculosis  of 
Skin  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eczema 

9 

— 

— 

hr 

' 

— 

5 

— 

Ringworm 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

2 

— 

Q 

3 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

9 

— 

Pityriasis  alba 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

i 

- — - 

Glands  enlarged 

o 

— 

- — 

2 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

Heart  disease 

2 

— 

6 

_ 

1 

_ 

3 

— 
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Table  of  Defects-  Continued. 


Senior 

Bovs 

Senior 

Girls 

Infants. 

Boys. 

Infants. 

Girls. 

Sick  headache 

— 

Per 

cent. 

— 

Per 

cent. 

— 

Per 

cent. 

1 

Per 

cent. 

Phthisis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

- — - 

Goitre 

- — - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

- - 

Hernia 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

3 

- - 

— 

— 

Epilepsy 

1 

'  - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Deformity — Old  Hip 
Joint  Disease  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping-  Cough  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Attendance  Irregular 

29 

10 

42 

15 

25 

6 

25 

P* 

( 

In  the  case  of  the  older  children  one  or  other  parent  was 
present  in  25%  of  the  inspections,  and  in  case  of  the  infants,  they 
were  present  in  49%  of  the  inspections. 
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Height  and  Weight. 


Average  Age 

H 

eight 

Weight 

Ft. 

Ins. 

St. 

Lbs. 

Boys 

... 

1  O  8 

12 

4 

6f 

5 

2i 

2 

Girls 

... 

1  2  n 

12 

4 

H 

5 

41 

Infant 

Boys 

5A 

3 

3 

2 

9 

ti 

Girls 

5  A 

3 

3 

9 

mJ 

9 

Metric  System. 


Average  Age 

Height 

Cents. 

Weight 

Kilos 

Boys 

1  O  8 

...  ^^12 

139-06 

33-1 

Girls 

12ii 

143-5 

33-8 

Infant  Boys 

A  3 

0  I 2 

99-06 

16-78 

m  Girls 

5_5_ 

J  1  2 

99-06 

16-78 

These  measurements  are  less  than  the  average  height  and 
weight  of  children  of  a  corresponding  age  of  all  classes  of  the 
general  population  of  Great  Britain. 

From  the  tables  given  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  number  of 
children  have  as  usual  been  found  to  be  suffering  from  decayed 
teeth,  defective  vision,  and  nits. 

Three  per  cent  are  insufficiently  clothed  and  six  per  cent,  have 
insufficient  footgear. 

General  nutrition  seemed  to  be  below  normal  or  about  three 
per  cent,  of  the  children  inspected,  this  is,  I  feel  sure,  somewhat 
under  what  is  really  the  case,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
the  percentage  is  in  subsequent  years  when  more  experience  has 
been  gained.  In  a  census  taken  by  the  teachers  for  the  Education 
Committee  it  was,  I  understand,  found  that  one  per  cent,  of  the 
children  were  habitually  underfed. 

Anaemia  seemed  to  be  present  in  seven  per  cent,  of  the  children, 
this  is  one  of  the  indications  of  defective  general  nutrition.  The 
state  of  general  nutrition  is,  of  course,  influenced  by  other 
conditions  as  well  as  underfeeding. 

Three  children  were  found  to  be  mentally  defective  and  had 
suffered  from  epilepsy. 
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Twelve  cases  of  valvular  heart  disease  were  detected  among 
the  1312  children,  they  were  all  well  enough  to  remain  at  school. 

About  one  per  cent,  had  discharging  ears  and  in  four  per 
cent,  hearing  was  defective. 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  notices  were  sent  out  to  parents 
and  105  slips  were  returned  stating  that  attention  was  being  given 
to  the  defects  indicated. 

No  special  methods  have  been  employed  for  treatment  of  the 
defects  found.  Besides  the  private  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
district  and  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  there  is  the  North 
Stafford  Infirmary  available.  This  is  a  hospital  of  216  beds  with 
an  out-patient  department  and  special  ophthalmic  department. 

For  the  amelioration  of  conditions,  such  as  deficient  clothing 
and  footgear  and  underfeeding,  certain  voluntary  agencies  are  at 
work  in  the  Borough. 

Blind  and  deaf  children  in  the  Borough  are  sent  to  the  special 
school  at  the  Mount.  This  is  under  a  Joint  School  Authority. 

No  special  arrangements  are  made  for  epileptic  children  or 
those  mentally  defective. 


Stoke-upon-Trent  Education  Committee.  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection.  Form  117. 
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( b )  Family  Medical  History  (if  exceptional) 
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NAME  (Surname  first) 


[CONFIDENTIAL.] 

On 

Admission 

7th 

Year 

10th 

Year 

13th 

Year 

1.  Date  of  Inspection 

*  2.  Standard 

3.  Attendance — regular,  irreg,  very  irreg 

4.  Age  of  child — in  years  and  twelfths 

5.  Clothing- — sufficient,  insuff,  dirty 

6.  Footgear  — sufficient,  insufficient 

i  .  Height  (without  boots) 

ft.  ins. 

ft.  ins. 

ft.  ins. 

ft.  ins. 

8.  Weight  (without  boots) 

st.  lbs. 

st.  lbs. 

st.  lbs. 

st.  lbs. 

*  9.  General  Nutrition — 

excellent,  good,  normal,  below  nor,  bad 

*10.  Cleanli-  I 
ness  ' 

'a.  Body — clean,  somewhat 
dirty,  dirt)’,  vermin 

b.  Head — clean, dirty, vermin 
.  nits,  sores,  ringworm 

11.  Teeth 

'*a.  Number  decayed 

b.  Oral  sepsis — 

-  good,  medium,  bad 

12.  Nose 
and 
throat 

fa.  Tonsils — enlarged, 
inflamed 

b.  Adenoids — probably 
present  doubtful 

c.  Glands — enlarged 

*d  Mouthbreathing 

e  Nasal  discharge  or  catarrh 

1 

y 

13.  Ears  - 

a.  Diseases — discharge 

*b.  Hearing — normal,  below 
>.  normal,  bad 

14.  Eyes  — External  diseases  and  defects 

20 


f  a.  normal,  abnormal 

15.  Vision  -!  u  i  ,  ^  * 

\  n.  K.  normal,  abnormal 

V.  c.  L.  normal,  abnormal 
(Children  under  6  not  to  be  tested) 

*16.  Speech — 

Defects  of  articulation,  stammering 

(  excellent,  good,  fair,  dull, 
1/.  Mental  I  overstrained,  backward, 
Condition  |  mentally  defective, 
f  imbecile 

(Children  under  6  not  to  be  tested) 

*18.  Attention  and  Response  — 

good,  medium,  bad 

19.  Deformities 
and 

Malformations 

a.  Head 

b.  Limbs 

v  c.  Trunk 

20.  Infectious  &  Contagious  Diseases 

21.  Heart  and  Circulation 

22.  Lungs 

23.  Nervous  System 

24.  Skin 

25.  Diseases  of  Nutrition 

26.  Rickets 

27.  I  u  be  re  ill  os  is  — glands,  bones,  lungs 

28.  Other  Diseases  and  Defects 

Parent  Present — 

Father,  Mother,  Guardian 

Medical  Officer’s  Initials 

*To  be  filled  in  by  the  Teacher  before  time  of  Inspection. 


ist,  2nd,  3rd,  or  4th.  | 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children- _ _ _ Dept _ School.  No. 
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For  the  Education  Authority . 


Form  120 


Stoke-upon-Trent  Education 
Committee. 


Parent 


Child 


Address  - 

Stoke-upon-  7  rent. 


School 


Attention  drawn  to: — 


Dated 


Stoke-upon-Trent  Education  Committee. 


W.  Lincoln  Copeland, 

Secretary , 

Telephone  No.  891. 


fifte  Ae  i  d-  Ay/icr  inAe/id , 
^/e/te  'S^Atee.A, 

WoAe  •  f  on-*  %e  n  A. 


Dear  Sir  or  Madam , 
It  appears  that 


f suffering  from  _ _ _ 

ls  ^ sent  to  School 

■  arid  the.  Committee  urges  you  to  have  this  attended  to  as  soon  as 

possible ,  otherwise  it  may  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  child's 

i  m 

health. 

Yours  faithfully , 

W.  Lincoln  Copeland, 

Secretary. 


This  Counterfoil  should  be  detached  and  returned 
to  the  above  address. 

i  have  read  the  notice  from  the  Education 
Committee,  and  will  attend  to  the  matter  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Signed  -  — - 


Dated 


24 


STOKE-UPON-TRENT  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

DIRECTIONS  AS  TO  EYE-TESTING. 


“The  standard  test  type  is  constructed  to  be  read  at  a 
“distance  of  6  metres  (20  feet).  If  the  examinee  cannot  read  it 
“at  that  distance  he  is  shown  types  which  a  normal  eye  can 
“  read  at  9  metres.  If  he  cannot  read  those  he  is  taken  on 
“successively  to  such  as  can  ordinarily  be  read  at  12,  18,  24,  36 
‘  *  and  60  metres.  The  smallest  type  the  examinee  can  read  is  taken 
“  as  the  measure  of  his  vision  and  the  result  is  expressed  in  a 
“  fraction,  the  numerator  of  which  states  the  distance  at  which  he 
“was  standing-  namely,  6  metres  in  the  usual  way,  and  the 
“denominator,  the  distance  at  which  the  type  which  he  actually 
“  read,  can  be  read  by  a  normal  eye.  Thus  the  vision  is  expressed 
“  by  the  fraction  f  which  signifies  that  the  type  which  should  be 
“  read  at  6  metres  has  actually  been  read  at  6  metres.  Less  good 
“is  4  which  indicates  that  the  examinee  could  at  6  metres  onlv 

y  ^ 

“  read  type  which  should  have  been  read  at  9  metres,  and  so  on.” 


